
 North Craven Historical Research Group
 
Notes of Meeting held Monday 5th June 2006, 7.30pm at Friends Meeting House, Kirkgate, Settle.

PRESENT:  Jane Asher, Sandra Fox, John Fox (later), Harold Foxcroft, Sheila Gordon, Rita Hudson, Philip Hudson, David Johnson, Mr. & Mrs Phil Gladwin, Tom Lord (later) with guest, Helen Sergeant, Bryan Skipsey, Mike Slater, Jill Sykes.

APOLOGIES: John Fox & Tom Lord and Guest for unavoidably arriving late; Kit Dodson, Bob Moore, Ken Pearce, Mary Slater, Mark Simpson, Pat Smith.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  It was reported that there was £379-94 in the bank account;  insurance had been paid for equipment & volunteers in the field for the year, but accounts had not gone to Accountants yet.

There was also £500 in the building society account from Hanson Quarries for a Yorkshire Dales Workshop to be held later in the year.  There should also be some general interest from this account accruing, as it has now been open for 1 year.

We have nominally been given £20,000 from the Aggregates Fund for the Giggleswick Scar Project, but this is not paid ‘Up Front’ like Lottery Awards; funds are only released on the receipt of Invoices which makes it very difficult for the group to operate.  The bulk of the money will be spent on having more bone (radio carbon) and rock scree samples (cosmogenic) dated using ‘cutting edge’ technology at Oxford and a lab in Australia.  Volunteers can now claim travelling expenses and we have a nominal ‘In Kind’ work rate of £10 per volunteer day which is counted as part of the overall project costs (but we do not actually get that paid for).

Project Reports:  The secretary read a report on Clapham History Group from Ken Pearce:

Summary: 12 residents working on project; 6 sessions with Dr. Rob David from Lancaster University; Grants of £2,000 Lottery, £1,000 Craven District Council, £500 Clapham Development Association. Purchasing books, maps, travel to record offices, photocopies etc.; Research so far mostly concerned with regional background and local families; Census returns 1841-1901 been transcribed – copies to be lodged with NCHRG, Skipton Library, Northallerton Record Office.  Help and information been received from many quarters including Mike Slater & David Johnson, for which many thanks.  It is anticipated the project will take 3 years to complete.

David Johnson gave a short report on the Gas Pipe Line from Pannal to Nether Kellet, archaeological assessment being undertaken by Network Archaeology. The group will be monitoring whenever possible.  David has been called several times to look at various kilns that have been found, including brick kilns near Addingham, different shaped sow kilns along the route, only charcoal and burnt lime found so far.  Other sites found include much pre-history and a possible unrecorded hunting lodge. 

Mike Slater reported that the Cowside Project was now completed – a mammoth chest of deeds dating back to 16th C have been transcribed and put onto disc and into the research computer thanks to a small dedicated band, including Sheila Gordon, David Johnson, Annabel Kemplay as well as both Mike and Mary Slater. Mike Spence is ‘tackling’ the Latin scripts.  

Deeds and Wills from Reg Postlethwaite have also been transcribed, over 400 are now archived.

The team are concentrating on wills up to 1600 for Giggleswick and Horton; about half had been completed for Gigg. But there were 60/80 to do for Horton.  The end product would be a social history to 1600 in comparison with a recent Swaledale text. 

It was reported that the Ingleton Archaeological Dig in Kingsdale would commence on Sunday 17th June for 3 weeks.  Several members of NCHRG were taking part and there would be ‘open days’ for people to visit. 

Phil Hudson reported that the archive of transcribed deeds and both old and new photographs was being added to the public access computer all the time.  The group would be trying for a larger grant from Lottery Funds (HLF Community Heritage Funding) to continue all the current project work and to support any new ones during the next three years.

The Giggleswick Scar Project was then reported on, using a powerpoint presentation – summarised by Phil Hudson, then what was hoped to be achieved in more detail by Tom Lord.  A team of group volunteers had been out in the field mapping sites, using borrowed accurate GPS equipment; over 700 features had been mapped in a 3 week period.  It was hoped to purchase a group hand held mobile mapping GPS in the near future. There was lots of work still to do, including surveying all the walls by Tom Lord & volunteers, caves, mines etc. on the scar.  David Johnson would be surveying the Lime Kilns and early quarry industry; from 9 sites mapped on the first edition 6” O.S. map already 20 sites have been found.

The group also benefited from a short talk given by Dr David Hetherington the leading expert on Lynx and Deer bones in this country, who is ecologist with Grampian National Park.  He explained how dated bones from caves on Giggleswick Scar have revolutionised ideas concerning when and how Lynx became extinct.

Chairman John Fox closed the meeting by thanking all the speakers and members for attending.

Hon Sec.

