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North Craven Historical Research Group

Reg. Office. Procter House, Kirkgate, Settle, North Yorks. BD24 9DZ

Tel. 01729 825773

Web Page:www. northcravenhistoricalresearch 
                      E.Mail: hudsonhistory@totalise.co.uk
Notes of the Meeting held Thursday 29th January 2009 in Friends Meeting Room, at 2.00pm.
Present; Committee Members; Rita Hudson (secretary), Philip Hudson (project coordinator and archivist), David Johnson (treasurer), Kit Dodson (webmaster & outreach).

Members; Sheila Gordon, Mike and Mary Slater, Ken Pearce, Helen Sergeant, Mark Simpson, John & Wendy Thorp, David Turner, Sonia Wilkinson, Rodney Hooper.
Guest, Alison Armstrong.

In the absence of the Chairman Phil Hudson led the meeting.
1. Welcome by Phil.
2.  Apologies for absence; 
Members; Sonia Wilkinson, Rodney Hooper – arrived late; Harold Foxcroft, Yvonne Luke, Jan Rhodes, Pat Smith, Jack Thompson, Ken Warburton, Barbara Middleton, Jill Sykes.  

Associates; Tom Lord, Andrew Mackay, Robert White, Luke Yates.

Belated Apologies were received from; John Fox (chairman), David Tayler, Roy Price, Ian Fleming.
3. Confirmation of the Committee Members.  Resolved – it was decided not to enlarge the Committee at present.

4. Secretary – Rita reported;

a) that address lists were now available as no-one had objected to having their details distributed amongst members.  It was stressed however that they were not to be divulged to third parties without consent.  
b) The accounts for the last three years were also available for members to look at.  They showed a balance of £2,000+ in the current account and £2,500 in the savings account.  However because of outstanding work still to be done on Giggleswick Scar Project, most of that money was already accounted for. 
c) We had applied for a grant of £5,000 from Grassroots to pay for the running of the group for the next 3 years, whilst undertaking the Long Preston Deeps Project, as well as keeping up with ongoing research work.  A copy of the application was on view for members to look at.  We hope to have an answer by next week.
d) Several publications were on display to show new members some of the variety of work undertaken by group members.

e) The group Insurance for equipment and members in the field, is due for renewal in April.  The secretary will ask members to renew their membership in late May/June and will arrange our next group meeting for then.  Please think about which day is best for the majority of members, and whether an evening or afternoon is more suitable.  We may have to have a different venue if numbers attending increase. 

5. 
a) There was some discussion as to whether the group should apply for a large Heritage Lottery Grant to ensure the future working of the group.  Most members seemed to be in agreement, so the Committee will look further into this idea.  This would enable more professional work such as dendochronology of old timbers in local houses to be undertaken, transcription of Latin deeds, as well as continuing our other research.  We would also apply for further equipment eg. New lap top as the old one is getting temperamental.  If members have any suggestions as to equipment, new projects to undertake, etc. please send in your comments so that everything can be thought out in detail before we put in an application for circa £50,000.
b) A suggestion that Archaeology should be put into the name of the group, was overwhelmingly rejected.
c) Kit Dodson apologised to members for being unable to get into the Website since last June, thus making it impossible for him to update it.  This was, we think, caused by the sudden accidental death of our web server owner at that time, and we are doing our best to rectify the situation.

d) Alison Armstrong reported that Yorks. Vern. Buildings Records were available to look at, at YAS and the National Archive, but they could not send out copies to individuals because only the original documents were stored.  Phil reported that he had offered some time ago to scan all their documents to computer for them, but had received no reply.

6. 
a) Phil then gave a presentation and report of Gig Scar Project and other past projects.  We were still waiting for reports on Walls and Animal Bones for Gig Scar, soil samples had not yet been taken, when we had these the Final Report could be undertaken.  Some ongoing work was being undertaken by Bradford University, and Luke Yates had undertaken a survey of cairns as part of his degree work.
b) Helen reported that Horton H.G. were going to apply for an award to carry on the 16C Wills Project, but because of illness and accidents Ian had not yet managed to get the application done.
c) Ken reported that Clapham had 3 chapters of their book written and were carrying on diligently.

7. Phil then carried on with his presentation on future projects, 
a) the Long Preston Deeps which includes parts of Rathmell and Giggleswick also.  It covers an area of 800 ha. both sides of the River Ribble from Settle sewage works to Cow Bridge.  Volunteers are requested for field-walking and document research.
b) permission given to photograph deeds at YAS and Chatsworth which will help with identifying early houses, farm rentals and enclosures.  Finance would be required to have a large number (c400) of Latin documents transcribed professionally.

A tea break followed giving members an opportunity to chat amongst themselves, look at the books etc.  and at a Roman brooch found by member John Thorp in a cave.

8. Mike then gave a presentation showing the work he was doing to try and simplify the method of searching the vast computer archive that the group now have.
9. Mark gave a presentation showing all the GPS mapping he had recently undertaken around the flanks of Ingleborough, including many previously unrecorded sites.  Some of the sites are worthy of further investigation, if anyone is interested?
10.  AOB. There was some further discussion amongst members, then Phil thanked everyone for attending, and wished them a safe journey home.

Wed. 4th Feb 5 pm.
We have just had notification that the group will be getting a grant of £5,000 from the Grassroots Fund.  This will be in three separate amounts over the next two years, the first coming almost immediately.  Hopefully the weather will improve shortly so that we can commence the Long Preston Deeps Project in earnest.
Also a reminder that we will be putting in for a large grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, so if you have anything you wish to put forward in the costing, please let us know a.s.p.
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