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Newsletter June 2008

Greetings to all, hope everyone is well and enjoying the early summer weather.  Just to keep you up to date with what we know is happening or is going to happen shortly.

Some members feel that we should change the name of the Group to North Craven Archaeological and Historical Research Group to better advertise all the landscape research work we undertake.  Much of the Giggleswick Scar Project was archaeological, as is looking at Boundaries, as will be the Upper Ribble Wetlands Project.  Would any member object strongly to this change being undertaken?

Saturday 4th October is a Day School and Exhibition at Victoria Hall, Settle, 9.30am to 5.00pm on the Giggleswick Scar Project.  Cost is £10 including tea/coffee.(group members free if willing to help with refreshments etc!)  Local experts will be giving the most up to date information gathered over the last 3 years, including Tom Lord, David Johnson, Phil Hudson, Peter Vincent, Sheila Gordon and Mark Simpson.  

Saturday 27th September will see the second NCHRG bi-annual Conference for invited National Experts at Bainbridge NYDNP Centre.  Called ‘Environmental Changes in Pre-History: the Record from Northern England’.  This is in cooperation with Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority Heritage Dept.
We also have funding or assistance for more field work projects – viz: OSL dating on loess soils and Geophys on the rich palimpsest landscape.  And various university departments, specialists and post graduate students are now taking an interest in Giggleswick Scar and its environs.  New work on landscape, caves, mining, tarn ecology, pre-historic settlements and bronze age burials - remains, etc is now underway.  A series of draft papers drawn up by the main Gig Scar team are currently being peer reviewed for possible publication in international journals.  
A cabinet is now in place in the Craven Museum displaying artefacts from the Caves etc. on Giggleswick Scar, courtesy of Thomas Lord, supported by Bradford University and our recent research.  

The group was also successful in its sponsorship of Amy Ball, assistant archaeologist at Craven Museum, for the Yorkshire Dales Society Ken Wilson award of £500, for her important Heritage work with young people in the Craven District.
Members Sheila Gordon and Pat Smith have almost finished transcribing the Settle Church Marriage Records, and Harold Foxcroft has completed the Baptisms.  CDs of both and the original Church Deeds will be placed with the Church Wardens, and also in the group’s digital archives.
Rita Hudson has completed the first part of the Social History of Settle Church and this is now on sale at £7-50 for Church funds.  A second part will be produced next year.

Phil, Rita and Mark are busy putting the finishing touches to the vast amount of data we generated from the Gig Scar GPS Walkover – soon it will be all mapped and computerised ready for consulting and hopefully publishing. 

Sheila and Rita have commenced the survey of Lawkland Parish Boundary. They will also be joining Horton History Group, with Mark Simpson, in June to show them the rudiments of surveying Horton Parish Boundary.  Details from Sheila Fleming.
David Johnson and others will be carrying out a dig of a structure remains at Kilnsey in September in conjunction with Upper Wharfedale Archaeology Group. And we have given GPS assistance to the Y. Luke project – mapping parts of Ingleborough.
‘Experts’ are working on the ever growing NCHRG Archive/Database (currently some 200GB of local info) to make it more streamlined and easier to use.  Further information has been put on the group’s Web Page for public consumption, and links have been made to other useful sites.  
Sheila Gordon continues to transcribe Giggleswick Wills from 1600 to 1700 and inventories of the same date.  She has begun collecting old maps and searching for enclosure maps to help date underbridges etc.
Muriel Laver (nee Charnley) has updated the Rathmell Census for 1851, has transcribed the Parish Registers for Rathmell to approx 1946 and is currently working on former farm sites in Rathmell.
John Thorp has placed various Cave surveys and finds data in the archive.

Mike Spence helped organise a Day School in Malham recently.

Phil, Rita and Mark Simpson recently surveyed the outside of Sutcliffe House, Giggleswick.  Plans are currently being drawn up.

Phil and David Johnson have got their names on the new Settle Information Boards after assisting Dr. Karen Griffiths with local historical information.
Several Local Family History Groups have updated our collection of Anglican Parish Records and some Quaker Records.
Our archive has been consulted by Kate Bailey MRTPI MLI,  Member of Envision, a network of independent planning and regeneration consultants Working on behalf of Craven District Council to carry out Conservation Area Appraisals of Settle and Giggleswick Conservation Areas – A Workshop was held in Victoria Hall 12 May 2008. 
Phil published a short article on the Horton Watermill sites in a recent edition of Craven History – this is published by Skipton based Craven History Group. Phil has also published an article on Industrial sites in Clapham district (Upper Wenning) in Yorkshire History Quarterly.  Other articles for YHQ have been produced by Rita Hudson and Sheila Gordon on ‘Moving Boundaries’, Mike Slater and his brother wrote an article on the ‘Origins of Craven’, and Mike & Mary’s wills dataset is now on line, see our web pages.
The Group’s Reference Library have the addition of over 100 new titles on local 18th and 19th century works plus a few Monastic Chartuleries.
The Group’s Digital Projector and Computer continues to be well used by community groups such as Horton and Malham History Groups, North Craven Heritage Trust, Malham W.I. Settle Men’s Forum, Diocesan Meetings, Winskill Farm Centre, Langcliffe Group, Skipton Naturalists.
The Recording Machine is at present being used by Clapham History Group to record memories of older Clapham residents.
SUN 8 JUNE   FLOWERS AND FARMING AT LOWER WINSKILL FARM

1pm-4pm Tom Lord led a walk around his Dales farm -Lower Winskill Farm and talked about the origins of meadows in the landscape and the farming practices that have shaped their development. Local botanist Judith Allinson gave an introduction to the flora of the farm.
We are hoping to commence the Upper Ribble Valley Wetlands Survey soon, but are awaiting information from NYCC on land ownership/access.  We do not want to trespass!

Will members please let us have any information on anything you have published and what you are doing in the way of research/lectures so that we can keep everyone informed.  No doubt other people are doing their own thing (we hope!) but neglect to let us know about it!  We do like to be kept up to date with things if possible so that everyone knows what is happening in the group.
We enclose a membership application slip, which if you are still active or wish to stay involved with the group you should please fill in the form and return it as soon as possible. We are making a charge of £1, to register – we need a proper register of members for insurance cover for equipment and work in the field.  If we do not get a response from you by July 1st we will assume you are no longer interested in working with the group and will remove your name and address from our records.
The Procter House Office will be closed from approx. Wednesday 2nd July until Tuesday 9th. September.  David Johnson tel.822195, will have charge of the GPS and Sheila Gordon tel.824638 the Projector etc. 

NCHRG Committee Members:  Chairman John Fox; Treasurer David Johnson; Secretary Rita Hudson;
Archivist & Project Coordinator Phil Hudson., Outreach & Education Prof. Kit Dodson.
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MEMBERSHIP FORM – June 2008

I/We wish to Register as a member(s) of the NCHRG and enclose £1 registration fee per person.

NAME(S):

ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE:




E.MAIL

INTERESTS:

Please return soon as possible to Procter House

NCHRG Committee Members:  Chairman John Fox; Treasurer David Johnson; Secretary Rita Hudson;
Archivist & Project Coordinator Phil Hudson., Outreach & Education Prof. Kit Dodson.
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