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The Seasons Greetings to all members, history researchers and friends, may the new year bring you new finds as well as prosperity and good health.
We thought we would just drop you all an e;mail or letter to keep you up with the latest news as we haven’t managed to have another meeting this year.
After a good summer break members of North Craven Historical Research Group were again busy on various projects.  Members attended with Exhibition Boards the Dales Heritage Day in Skipton Town Hall on 2nd September, A group from the Royal Geographical Society were taken around Settle on Saturday 9th September looking at the morphology of Settle Town and investigating some of the buildings.  Exhibition boards were loaned out to Horton Church for their Open Weekend during Archeology Week; an exhibition was put on for the Folk Life Society at Winskill Visitor Centre on Satuday 16th September and the following weekend for Pendle Archaeology Group.  A presentation of Settle Vernacular Architecture was given to Malhamdale History Society on Thursday 21st September;  An illustrated talk was given to Settle Rotary Club on October 12th showing them the work of the group as a whole and the Giggleswick Scar Project in particular.
Various foreign visitors have visited the Drop-In Centre recently looking for details of their family history on the Group’s computer data base, mostly these are Americans and Australians, but one Norwegian reckoned he could trace one branch of his family back to the Somerscale family who built Langcliffe Hall!.  He was taken up to Stockdale to view the farm there, and then to Langcliffe Hall to see the Somerscale Coat of Arms and Datestone on the doorhead, courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Bell.
The research group took part in the very successful Settle Parish Church’s Open Day on November 11th to launch their Buildings Repair Fund, by putting on a small exhibition showing the Church and the War Memorial, and member Harold Foxcroft provided ‘hands on’ computer research experience with the Church Burial Records.  We have been asked by the Priest in Charge, Neil Kendra, to look at the possibility of writing a booklet for the Church to help them raise funds.  Rita H will be looking at resource material at Northallerton shortly to assess the feasibility of this, is anyone else interested?
The group also put on a portable exhibition in the Craven District Council office on the ground floor of Settle Town Hall for several weeks, showing the building of Settle Parish Church and current work on the Giggleswick Scar Project.

At the end of October, group members Phil Hudson and Tom Lord, convened a prestigious workshop called ‘Rethinking Craven’s Limestone Landscape’.  This was held at the Dales National Park Headquarters in Bainbridge and brought together National experts from various universities and government agencies to discuss future research strategies for the Craven Limestone area.  The day was funded by Hanson Co. and English Nature and hosted by the Dales National Park Authority.  It is planned that further workshops on various topics will be held at different venues in North Craven in the future.  This has enhanced our standing with the YDNP and also brought in some much needed funds, (we made a profit!).  Booklets with resume’s of the papers given on the day, plus further papers from other interested people were produced by Hudson History at cost and can be read or purchased at Procter House.
The NCHRG’s current project on Giggleswick Scar is continuing with field work being carried out on surveying the walls, field archaeology, lime kilns, quarries and caves.  Samples from caves and burial cairns have been sent to Oxford University for carbon dating and some of the results have been received and are in the process of being analysed.  A Report on Bone Finds has been received and the Cave Survey is now almost completed with 20 plus caves being re-examined.  David Johnson has completed his initial Lime Kiln survey and results have been added to the database being produced for Giggleswick Scar.  An exhibition will probably be held next year to show the first results of the project, but it is envisaged that the research will carry on for several years to come.  Member Tom Lord has given an illustrated lecture on the Giggleswick Scar Project to Malham History Group and will give one to Ingleborough Archaeology Group early next year.
The Stainforth Deeds Project has now been completed by Annabel Kemplay and will be available in the archive soon.

The latest enquiry has been from a firm of landscape architects who are looking at the latest START scheme to beautify Settle River Bank; why do these firms with no local knowledge and information get these jobs?  Also a woman employed by the Dales National Park is coming to gather information on Settle shortly, so they can put up tourist information boards around Settle; she also confessed to having little knowledge about Settle! But at least they are coming to the right place to get the information!
Langcliffe History Group have been very busy writing their book on the village school, this has now been printed by Hudson History at cost and will be on sale shortly.  Orders to Mike & Mary Slater please.  They also have unique calendars for sale depicting the Langcliffe Tapestry.
David Johnson wrote a complete industrial archaeological survey of Foredale Quarry Ribblesdale Lime Works last year, complete with CD of illustrations, and he has just finished writing up Ingleton Archaeology Group’s lime kilns excavations and this is in the process of being printed by Hudson History at cost.  Orders to DJ please.

Reg Postlethwaite has written three books concerning his ancestors in the north west; Lawrence Banastre of Slaidburn & ‘Treason & Plot’ in the reign of Elizabeth I; Christopher Preston of Peacock Hall, Leyland and his brother Richard Preston of the Folly, Settle; Our Family Suffered Mass Murder in 17th Century Lakeland; orders to RP please.  Reg is also giving a talk to NCHT sometime next year on the latter title. 
Sheila Gordon and Rita Hudson have now completed their Walking the Bounds of Giggleswick survey and are now in the process of writing it up properly with photographs in the right places.  A completed CD will be sent to YAS, Northallerton Record Office and Skipton Reference Library as well as being available at Procter House.  
Clapham History Group are progressing with their research work on their township.

An index of Reg Postlethwaite’s Wills has been completed by Mike & Mary Slater with help from Sheila Gordon, Helen Sargeant and others?  Many of the Wills have also been transcribed and are available for searching in the archive.  Sheila is also indexing Reg’s misc. items. New member, Roy Price, a PhD student has taken a large file of misc post 16th century documents and is busy transcribing them.  
Rita and Phil took part in a YDNP Monuments at Risk day along with other volunteers, led by Rob White.  Several members are helping with the update of HERs and SMRs for YDNP and North Yorks CC.
Mark Simpson has been busy experimenting with the GPS and has now made it completely automatic.  He has also mastered the art of post-processing so that survey results can be mapped directly onto the computer from the GPS.
David Holdsworth the IT wizard is helping the group with an indexing system for the archives to be put on the internet.  And we certainly need a good proper index system as the archive continues to grow with new items coming in regularly.
No doubt other people are also busy ‘doing their own thing’ but as they haven’t communicated with us recently, we do not know, (info to Rita please). 

The Projector has continued to be well used by other community groups, including Friends of Settle-Carlisle Railway; Settle Rotary; Ingleborough Archaeology Group; NCHT; Diocesan Treasurer; Malham, Horton & Ewecross History Groups.

There doesn’t appear to be any new items going to our Website Manager Kit Dodson for putting out into the view of the wide world, which seems a great pity when all this new work is being produced and we pay for a web site which isn’t being utilised fully to the group’s advantage.  Please let the world know what good historical research work is being done in our small corner of the globe!  Let Kit have something to work with, preferably in web page format that can just be dropped into the pages, or any new ideas?

Our last two applications for grants from Awards for All have been turned down on the grounds that we do not have enough community or ethnic involvement, but we intend applying to a different Lottery Funding Body in the new year.  As stated previously we managed to make a little money from the Workshop Day for future running costs such as group members and equipment insurance but has anyone any money-making ideas for future? 

Our bank balance at present stands at approx. £1,000 with some expenses still outstanding and just over £500 in the Building Society account.
With all good wishes
Rita and Philip
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